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November 27, 2022
Holy Eucharist
1st Sunday of Advent

Welcome! If you are visiting, we offer you a special welcome. If you are with us on Zoom
and would like more information about our parish, please send the Zoom Usher a chat
message, or email office@stjamesvt.org with your name, where you’re from, and your email
address. On Zoom, please keep microphones muted for most of the service. If you are
reading a lesson or adding a prayer request aloud during the time of prayers, please
unmute yourself, then mute yourself again. In person, sitting distances are observed and
masks may be worn. Please be mindful of the level of comfort of others.
Opening Rite
During the season of Advent, there will be no prelude. Following the ringing of a bell, we will observe a silent
procession.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
A worshipper or family from the congregation comes forward to light the wreath. As the candle(s) are lit, we join
together to saying the following, and then sing a song to prepare for the coming of Christ.
O Lord Jesus, the Light of all who love you, help us to make ready for your coming by preparing
room for you in our hearts. Let no selfishness darken our homes. Let no ill feelings separate us.
Draw us closer together by showing us the way to love aright. Amen.
Song:
If in your heart you make a manger for his birth
then God will once again become a child on earth.
Those lighting the candles return to their seats.
Opening Acclamation
Presider
People

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.
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Song of Praise

Collect of the Day
All are invited to say the collect together
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when Christ shall come again in glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through the One who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Lector

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say,
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‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate
for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house
of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

A period of silence is kept.
The Psalm, Psalms or Canticle Appointed
Psalm 122

St. Helena Psalter

Read in a manner chosen by the Presider: direct recitation (unison) or responsive recitation (leader and people)
alternating either by verse of at the asterisk.
1 I was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of God.”
2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Holy One, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of God.
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For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
“May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
8 For my kindred and companions’ sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
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9 Because of the house of the Holy One our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”
Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Lector

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: As the Darkness Awaits the Dawn

Susan Cherwien/Carl Schalk

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came
and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the
field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

A period of silence is kept.
Sermon

The Rev. Kim Hardy
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The Nicene Creed
All standing as able, the creed is said in unison as a community of faith.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the given of life,
who proceeds from the Father, *
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*The 1994 General Convention affirmed the intention of the Episcopal Church to remove the filioque clause at the next revision of the
Book of Common Prayer. Using Enriching our Worship materials gives an opportunity to practice this intention.

Prayers of the People – Form VI
Deacon

Book of Common Prayer 392

In peace, we pray to you, O God.

Silence
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The Intercessor and People pray responsively.
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Shannon our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in the Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially Tom Allen, Lori MacNeill, and
Carla.
Silence
During a pause the Intercessor invites prayers of intercession to be offered aloud, first from the in-person group and
then from online worshippers. After all prayers have been offered, the Intercessor continues.
Hear us, O Christ;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you for all the blessings of this life. We remember the ministry of our 11th Bishop, the
Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer; and The Nippon Sei Ko
Kai in our Anglican Cycle of Prayer We give thanks and pray for Jackie Chant, Hunter Wasser,
Bruce Morgan, and Neal Robinson who are celebrating birthdays this week.
Silence
During a pause the Intercessor invites prayers of thanksgiving to be offered aloud, first from the in-person group and
then from online worshippers. After all prayers have been offered, the Intercessor continues.
We will exalt you, O God our Sovereign;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal realm.
Silence
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During a pause the Intercessor invites prayers for the dead and for those who mourn to be offered aloud, first from the
in-person group and then from online worshippers. After all prayers have been offered, the Intercessor continues.
O God, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
The Intercessor offers a Prayer for Justice:
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask wisdom, help, and guidance as we
work to counter the many instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, and celebrate the God-made
wonder of every human being. Help us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in
our own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live into our baptismal covenant to “strive
for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. Amen.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Led by the Intercessor, all say the Confession together
Have mercy upon us, most merciful God;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
The Priest concludes with an absolution.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Presider
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

If you are in person, please feel free to share the peace with those near to you. Please be mindful that some may want a
“touchless” peace. In this case, the peace may be shared in various ways such as the prayer to heart position. Please be mindful
of others’ need to keep distance during this time. On Zoom, please either open your microphone to share the peace aloud or
visually give a sign of peace or share your peace in the chat box.
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Offertory
Presider
Let us offer to God a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving and make good our vows to the Most
High.
The people’s offerings, which are gathered at the baskets near the doors, are brought up at this time by the usher to be
offered to God.
Offertory Hymn: Sleepers, wake

Hymnal 61
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Please continue to support our parish life and ministries by sending your offering to
St. James Episcopal Church, 4 St. James Place, Essex Junction, VT 05452
You may also give online by visiting this website link. Please scroll down the list of “Choose One” to
choose “Essex Junction (St. James)”
ONLINE DONATIONS FOR ST. JAMES
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Great Thanksgiving – Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 2
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
source of life abundant.
From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep
and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars;
earth, winds, and waters;
and every living thing.
You made us in your image,
and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us
to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
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Presider and People
Sanctus

Kim Hardy

The Presider continues
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son,
Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Presider is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold
or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing the wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come,
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us,
with all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.
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Presider

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Presider
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Presider
People

We break this bread
to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.

The Presider invites the people to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, died, and
rose for you and feed on Christ in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
and adds
All are welcome at God’s table.
A moment of silence is observed.
Currently we are receiving in one kind (bread only) for the protection of all. Please come forward to receive communion at the
step. If you are unable physically to come forward, please let an usher know and communion will be brought to you. Please also
let the priest know if you need a gluten-free wafer.
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Communion Hymn: Come with us, O blessed Jesus
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Hymnal 336

Postcommunion Prayer
After Communion, the Presider says
Let us pray.
Presider and People
Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Savior. Amen.
Community Announcements
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Blessing and Dismissal
The priest blesses the people
May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary,
and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her children, be upon you and
remain with you always. Amen.
The Deacon then dismisses the people
Deacon
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn: Christ is the world’s true light
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Hymnal 542

Postlude: Savior of the Nations, Come

J.S. Bach

Music used with permission under OneLicense #A-727024

The First Sunday of Advent – Year A
Welcome to St. James Episcopal Church. On this Advent Sunday, the liturgy is centered on the
second Advent of Christ, when he will return as judge and establish the Kingdom of God. In
today’s Gospel reading Jesus tells his followers that his return will be sudden and with no warning.
Therefore, we are to live at all times as though his return is imminent.
In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah foresees that Kingdom as God’s reign over a united and
peaceful humanity. All people will know themselves to be the children of God and brothers and
sisters to all other people.
The second reading from Romans exhorts us to live as though we were in the last days. We are to
live as though the Kingdom has come; shunning darkness and living in the light of God’s
presence.
The Advent theme that points to Jesus’ first coming in his birth becomes the sign for us of the
Advent yet to come. As we gather in the Eucharist, we find in our liturgical action a foretaste of
the unity and peace of God’s Kingdom. We recognize that in this in-between time (between
Jesus’ first coming and his second) we ourselves are caught up in the Eucharist into the
Kingdom.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.

Presider and Preacher: The Rev. Kim Hardy
Deacon: The Rev. Dn. Dave Ganter
Lector: Kathy Rouleau
Intercessor: Jenny Ogelby
Musician(s): St. James Choir, Carol Reichard
Greeter: Linda Chiasson
In-Person Ushers: Shirley Ziemer, Linda Chiasson
Minister of Technology: Helen Donahey
Digital Usher: Neal Robinson
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We remember and pray for Ministry of our 11th Bishop, the Rt. Rev.
Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer; and The Nippon Sei Ko Kai in
our Anglican Cycle of Prayer.
We pray for those who are sick or have asked for our prayers: Lori MacNeill, Carla, and Tom
Allen.
We pray for those who have died and those who mourn: We remember the departed and those
who mourn, especially for all who have died of the coronavirus and for their loved ones, those who
have died in the conflict in Ukraine and those who have died from the violence perpetrated by
guns.
Birthdays: Jacqueline Chant, November 29
Bruce Morgan, December 2

Hunter Wasser, December 2
Neal Robinson, December 3

Please join us for a brief Compline service with music online Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
Compline Zoom Link
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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Bishop of Vermont: The Right Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown
Rector: The Rev. Kim Hardy
Deacon: The Rev. Dn. David Ganter
Vestry:
Senior Warden, Brian Garland
Junior Warden, Ron Belair
Linda Chiasson
Ron Cook
Frances Huessy
Paula Morgan
Jenny Ogelby
Minister of Music: Carol Reichard
Parish Administrator: Diane Muckstadt
4 St. James Place, Essex Junction, Vermont 05452
www.stjamesvt.org
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Office e-mail: office@stjamesvt.org
Office Phone: 802-878-4014
Senior Warden contact: bjgarland@gmail.com
Priest contact: ammakim@stjamesvt.org
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St. James Episcopal Church Calendar
Sunday, November 27
8:30 Lectionary Discussion
9:15 Youth Choir
10:00 Advent 1, Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 4
8:30 Lectionary Discussion
9:15 Youth Choir
10:00 Morning Prayer

Monday, November 28
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Monday, December 5
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Tuesday, November 29
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
9:00 Bell Choir
11:00 Program Visioning Meeting

Tuesday, December 6
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
9:00 Bell Choir
Wednesday, December 7
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Wednesday, November 30
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
5:30 Vestry Meeting

Thursday, December 8
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
3:00 Senior Choir
7:00 Compline

Thursday, December 1
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James
10:00 Staff Meeting
3:00 Senior Choir
7:00 Compline

Friday, December 9
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Friday, December 2
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer
9:00 MOW Delivery from St. James

Saturday, December 10
9:00 – 1:30 VT Mandir, Parish Hall

Saturday, December 3
9:00 – 1:30 VT Mandir, Parish Hall
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